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“Y B Good?”      Text – Titus 2:11-14      OT Reading – Deuteronomy 8


Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ.
As most of you will know the first five chapters of the Book of Romans deal with the matter of justification by faith alone.  
And what is revealed there is that because of God’s love for us, He has taken our sins from us and given them to Jesus, and has taken the righteousness of Jesus and given it to us.  
And because of this, God declares us to be justified – just-as-if-I-never sinned.  
And the instrument, or the “pipe” if you like, by which this justification comes to us, is faith.  
We cannot earn it.  There is nothing we can do to be worthy of justification.  We are justified by faith alone.  

And so, the next most obvious and logical question to ask is the one asked at the beginning of chapter 6: “What shall we say, then?  Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?”  Or “What then?  Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace?”  

And you can see the logic, incorrect that it is, that lies behind this attitude: If salvation is by grace, if justification is by faith alone, if our works cannot earn our salvation, why not sin to the max?  What is the point of doing good?

And it needs to be said that this is one of the prime reasons why the Roman Catholic church, amongst others, rejects the doctrine of justification by faith alone.  According to them, the moment you tell people that their works contribute nothing to their salvation, you open the door to lazy Christians.  
And sadly, there is some truth in this accusation.  Many of those committed to the doctrine of justification by faith alone have used it as an excuse to live immoral lives, or, at the very least, to not get too excited about their sin.  
After all, works don’t contribute to salvation.  

And so, you can see why the question of works or good deeds is so vitally important for the Christian.  And it is for this reason that the Heidelberg Catechism also asks here, “Why then must we still do good?”  
Now, you can see that above the Lord’s Day heading stands the word ‘Gratitude.’  
Those of you who have gone through catechism classes will know that the catechism divides into three sections: Guilt LD 1-4, Grace LD 5-31, and now gratitude LD 32-52.  
Having dealt with guilt and grace, all that remains is to discuss gratitude.  
And the very first question that needs to be asked is “Why then must we still do good?”

And, right there, you have the key to the answer for this question.  
	It is the absence of good works that leads to our guilt.  Our sin is what creates the need for our salvation.  
	Thus, there is no room for a discussion of good works in connection with guilt.
	And grace is all about the work of the Lord Jesus Christ, not us.  
	So, with grace too, there is no room for a discussion of good works.
	No, the only and the proper place for good works to be discussed is in terms of gratitude; the response of the Christian to the knowledge of guilt and grace.

And to see this in more detail, turn with me please to Titus 2:11-14.



Now, to give you a better idea of the context, you need to understand that Paul wrote this letter to Titus, a young minister serving the church on the Island of Crete.  
And there were three main things that Paul wanted to set before Titus: 
	Firstly, how to organize the church, properly, by appointing qualified elders. 

Secondly, instructions on how to deal with false teachers.
And thirdly, instructions for various groups within the congregation, which includes our passage.

And the instructions to various groups begin with chapter 2. 
He talks about older men in vv1-2, older women and younger women in vv3-5, younger men in vv6-8, and slaves in vv9-10.  
And he then begins a series of instructions, aimed at all Christians, which he begins in v15 of ch. 2.  And vv11-14 serve as the anchor upon which he makes all of these instructions.
  Everything else flows out of what he sets forth in vv11-14.
    And so, you can see that they are crucial for the whole book of Titus.  

What we find revealed in these words then is that
Salvation in Jesus Christ instructs the believer’s life.  
And the believer’s life is instructed in that we find 
that we are to do good, when we are to do good, and why we are to do good.                   
That we are, when we are, and why we are to do good. 

Firstly then, Salvation in Jesus Christ instructs the believer’s life, because it teaches us that we are to do good.  And this we see in vv11-12.

	We read that “the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.”  
	Now, this simple sentence, as ever, is packed full of doctrine.  
	By way of summary though, it is a reminder that there is only one way of salvation – Jesus Christ.  

It is a reminder that all men need salvation; no one may say, “I never knew”: both creation and the Bible make this plain and clear.  
	Look around my friends!  Look around and you will see evidence, ample evidence, that something is terribly wrong in the world.  

Look within yourself and you will see that there is something terribly wrong with the world.  
There is disease, there is destruction, and there is death.  
There is sin, there is suffering, and there is sorrow.  
You lie, you cheat, you lust, and you hate.  
And these facts cannot be denied by any of us.    
	And because of this, it is also a reminder that salvation is a gift of grace; no one deserves to be saved from sin.


	And if Jesus Christ is the only way of salvation, and if all men need this salvation, and if this salvation is a gift of grace, together all this teaches something to those who have this salvation.
	A salvation of this sort has implications for those who receive it.
	It is not possible for those who benefit from such a salvation not to learn from it the lesson for life that it teaches.
	And the word ‘teaches’ is the same word used to describe what goes on in school rooms every single day.
	Salvation is presented as a teacher that instructs children and guides them toward maturity. 

 
	Well, what is salvation’s lesson then?  What is it that salvation teaches?
	Paul says, “It teaches us (believers; those who have received salvation) “to say ‘No’ to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in this present age.”
	And so, we see a negative and a positive lesson taught by salvation.
	Firstly, the negative lesson that is summarized by Q/A 87 of the HC.
	The two words used in v12 by Paul: “ungodliness and worldly passions,” are suggestive of every type of sinful behaviour that we are able to engage in.
	They call to mind Galatians 5:19ff: “The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery;  20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions  21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like.”
	And after providing this list, Paul goes on to say, “Those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.
	And a similar statement is made in 1 Corinthians 6:22ff: “Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders 10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.

And just in case this lesson is not yet clear to you, hear it again from Romans 8:13: “If you live according to the sinful nature, you will die.”
	Brothers and Sisters, young people, and boys and girls, do not convince yourself that justification by faith alone means what you do with your mind and your body is meaningless.  
	“If you live according to the sinful nature, you will die.”


	The positive lesson though is what is summarized by Q/A 87 of the HC.
	As v12 makes clear, instead of the things we are to say “No” to, we are to “live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in the present age.”


So, not only does Salvation in Jesus Christ instruct us that we are to do good, it also instructs us when we are to do good, our second point.

	The end of v12 says we are to “live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in the present age.”  
	And in this, we see that knowledge of salvation in the past has very definite implications for the way we live today.  And this is further amplified by what Paul goes on to say in v13.  We are to live like this “while we wait for the blessed hope-- the glorious appearing of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ.”  
	A little earlier we read from Deuteronomy 8.  
	And the burden of Moses’ message to the people of the Lord there was “do not forget the Lord your God.”  
	He said, “When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for the good land He has given you.  11 Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God, failing to observe His commands, His laws and His decrees that I am giving you this day.  12 Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down,  13 and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied,  14 then your heart will become proud and you will forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.”  
	And we know that this is exactly what the people of Israel did.  They forgot to praise the Lord.  They forgot to thank the Lord for all His blessings.  They forgot to “live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in the present age, while we wait for the blessed hope-- the glorious appearing of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ.”  


	Now congregation, what Paul is talking about here is the expectant life; the life that is lived in expectation of the coming of Jesus.  
	Let me ask you a question for a moment: If you could know the day of your death, would you like to know it?  If you could somehow find out the exact moment when you will breath your last, would you want to know it?  
	I understand that surveys reveal that most people do not.  And there are probably many interesting psychological and religious reasons why not.  

But one thing is for sure: If you did know the exact moment of your death, as a believer, I am convinced that it would affect the way you lived your life in the days leading up to it.  I know it would with me!  
	I am convinced that we would very seriously live the expectant life.  

Knowing that the moment that we stand before the Lord approaches would force us to live “self-controlled, upright and godly lives.”  

	Well, people of God, you may be a single moment away from your death.  
	Heart attack, natural disaster, a car accident on the way home that is your fault or someone else’s, these and many other ways could signal the moment that you stand before the judgment seat of Christ.  


	And on top of this, in Matthew 24:42-44 Jesus said, “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come … 44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect Him.”  


	Brothers and Sisters, young people, and boys and girls, are you living the expectant life?  
	Each of you knows that death may come at any moment.  

Each of you knows that Jesus may come again at any moment.  
	Are you living a self-controlled, upright and godly life; a life of good works?


Salvation in Jesus Christ instructs us by revealing that we are to do good, and when we are to do good.  But lastly, Salvation in Jesus Christ also instructs us why we are to do good.                   

You know, it would have been sufficient for Paul to say, “Live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in the present age, while we wait for the blessed hope-- the glorious appearing of our great God and Saviour.”  His intent would have been quite clear.  But we are not to live the expectant life purely out of fear of judgment.  No, there is also a very positive reason why we ought to live the expectant life.  
And it is for this reason that the Apostle adds the name “Jesus Christ,” and goes on to say of Him that He “gave Himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for Himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.”  
And as we break this up a little, we see firstly that Jesus Christ “gave Himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness.”  
Exodus 19:5-6 is a very significant passage in the OT.  
There God says to the people of Israel who He has just redeemed from Egypt: “Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession.  Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”  
God’s desire for Israel was nothing less than perfection.  

And this is hardly surprising because God’s desire for all men is perfection.  
Right in the Garden of Eden it was perfection that He set before Adam in terms of His commandment not to eat from the Tree of the knowledge of Good and evil.  
Living in relationship with a holy God demands perfection.  
Adam failed in this.  And the rest of the OT reveals that Israel failed in this.  
They did not live as a “kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”  
They demonstrated, quite clearly, that man is unable to live as “kingdom of priests and a holy nation,” in his own strength.

And this is why God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to die on the cross of Calvary.  
Only He could offer up perfection.  
Only He could keep every one of God’s commandments.  

And if you believe in Jesus Christ; if you have placed your trust in Him, then you are part of the Kingdom of priests and holy nation that belong to Him.  
He has redeemed you from all wickedness.  

But until you reach that state of heavenly perfection, He is continuing to “purify for Himself a people that are His very own, eager to do what is good.”  
In the short three chapter book of Titus there are eight references to doing good.  
You can see some of them in 3:1, “To do whatever is good,” and 3:8, “To devote themselves to doing what is good,” and 3:14, “Our people must learn to devote themselves to doing what is good.”  

Brothers and Sisters, young people, and boys and girls, Jesus is busy making you more and more like Himself.  He is doing this by blessing and trial.  
Some of the best lessons you will learn about living more like Jesus, you will learn through struggle, suffering, hardship, and sorrow.  

But do you not already have great reason to praise God for what He has done for you in Jesus Christ?  Do you not have great reason, as you see the fruits of His work in your life, to praise God for what he has done for you in Jesus Christ?  

Well let your praise be the praise of good works!  Demonstrate your thankfulness with good works.  Show your Lord and Saviour that you have learnt the lesson of salvation.  Amen.

